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Vor. XII. 


MALLEIN AS A CURATIVE AGENT. 


The reports we publish this week of the experiments 
made by the Manager of the Glasgow Tramways, assisted 
by Mr. Hamilton, M.R.C.V.S., and Professurs Buchanan 
and M‘Fadyean, ure extremely interesting. 


The very greatest credit must be given to the Glasgow 
Corporation for its public spirit in carrying out this work 
and to Mr. Young, the general manager, for the enthu- 
iasm with which he has tackled a scientific enquiry. 


The result of a diagnostic test of the whole stud was 
the discovery of 278 horses which reacted to mallein. 
Some more detailed information as to the indications 
which were accepted as diagnostic reactions would be 
valuable. The size of the local swelling and the mini- 
mum rise of temperature which were accepted as “re- 
actions ” would be of assistance to veterinary surgeons. 
We say this particularly as the 278 horses that reacted, 
on being again tested, failed to give any reaction except 
in 49 cases. This very small proportion of reactions toa 
second test is, in our experience, extremely rare, and we 
cannot help suspecting that some of the 229 that did 
not again react were really not glandered on the first 
occasion. 

To a second test 49 reacted, but when tested a third 
time only nine gave diagnostic reaction. Of these nine 
horses three developed clinical symptoms and were de- 
stroyed, four remain at work apparently healthy, and 
two have been slaughtered, with five others, for purposes 
of demonstration. The seven horses slaughtered had re- 
acted to mallein as under : 

1 tol test 
1 to 2 tests (second test doubtful) 
3to2 ,, 


lto3 
lto4 ,, 


The result of careful post-mortem examination, follow- 
ed by microscopical and cuitural investigation of all 
lesions found was, in Mr. Young’s words, 


1. That the animals had previously been affected with 
glanders. 


2. That the specific bacillus could not be detected in 
any one of the cases, either by microscopical or 


cultural methods. 


The history of these seven cases is given by Mr. 
Hamilton, and reports by Dr. Buchanan and Professor 
M‘Fadyean on the lesions found are published. 

The description of the lungs and their lesions are, we 
think, none too clear. . 


No. 2. Mr. Hamilton says—‘ A few nodules however 
were found in the same advanced stage.” 


Dr. Buchanan says—“ No nodules or other lesion. 
of glanders evident to the naked eye.” 


No. 4. Mr. Hamilton—“ Several small nodules.” 
Dr. Buchanan—“ Two isolated nodules.” 


No. 6. Mr. Hamilton—“ Nothing could be found in the 
lungs.” 


Dr. Buchanan—“ A large cretaceous nodule in 
right lung, a yellowish-white nodule under 
thickened pleura.” 


No. 7. Mr. Hamilton—“ Failed to demonstrate the exis- 
tence of any glanderous lesions.” 


Dr. Buchanan—“ No nodules or other lesions of 
glanders evident to the naked eye.” 


In this Jast case the authorities are agreed and we can 
only wonder how the experts came to the conclusion that 
the horse “ had previously been affected with glanders.” 
So far as we can see the only evidence suggesting infec- 
tion is that his temperature rose after an injection of 
mallein to 104°6 and to 103° on two occasions when the 
test was repeated. It will be noted also that Professor 
M’Fadyean in his report was “not able to detect an 
lesions characteristic of glanders” in the Cases I and I]. 
or in those numbered VI. and VII. This is rather nega- 
tive evidence. We should prefer to have a positive 
statement of a bacteriologist that he “ discovered charace 
teristic lesions of glanders” but that he failed to de- 
monstrate bacilli either by microscopic or cultural tests. 

These Glasgow experiments are most interesting, brt 
they are as yet insufficient to prove that mallein is a 
curative agent. In saying this we are not belittling the 
work done _ It deserves all praise and is of very great 
value, but it is not conclusive. 


THe Dustin MEETING. 


We are desired by the Hon. Sec. of the National 
Veterinary Association to say that those members who 
replied favourably to the circular enquiring if they 
desired to avail themselves of Messrs. Cook & Sons 
tickets, will next week receive a circular of the proposed 
routes. Any member not receiving a circular should 
write direct to Messrs. Cook’s Tourist Offices, Ludgate 
Cirens, E.C. The rules of the Association permit of 
visitors taking part in the proceedings and members 
may therefore use their privilege and bring afriend. 

Members resident in Ireland will be able to avail 
themselves of the excursion to Killarney. _ Probably 
some gentlemen will desire to prolong their stay in 
Ireland beyond the time occupied by the N.V.A. There 
will be no difficulty in doing this as Messrs, Cook are 
able to make special arrangements for any time or any 
route. From London, members will travel by the 
L. & N. W. Railway to Holyhead, then by th2 large 


boats to Kingstown. 
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THE SPREAD OF PINK-EYE. 


On the 24th January last I was called in to attend 
@ case of pink-eye in an aged shire stallion, the 
disease being very prevalent in the district at this 
time. The horse got apparently quite well. On the 
28th of March a Hackney stallion was attacked, and 
also recovered ; these being the only two cases on the 
farm. I heard no more until a few weeks after the 
travelling season commenced the owner informed me 
that nearly every mare developed symptoms of pink- 
eye nine days after being covered by the Shire stal- 
lion, the temp. rising 3 or 4 degrees, legs swelling, 
eyes often completely closed, conjunctiva of a brick- 
red colour, and total loss of appetite. A fortnight 
ago the mares covered by the Hackney stallion devel- 
oped the same symptoms. All the mares showed 
these symptoms on 9th day, and up to now they 
have all recovered. 

Perhaps some of your readers have had similar 
Gases and could give me some information as to treat- 
ment, period of incubation and prevention. 

W. Bepparp. 

Wolverhampton. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


On PERFORMING TREPANATION IN THE DOMESTICATED 

AnIMALS.—By Avuecusto Bost. 

The methods of trepanation hitherto adopted seem 
to leave much to) be desired. The hole made is 
generally too small for close examinations, the sub- 
stance lost disproportionately large and slowly re- 
placed. The author seeks to rectify these defects. 

In human medicine where minds have been for a 
long time studying this question the osteoplastic 
operation, first performed by Wagner in 1889, is now 
generally adopted. Bosi seeks also to get the accep- 
tance of this method of operating on animals. For 
the operation he makes an incision in the skin in the 
form of a horseshoe so that the space between both 
branches of the horseshoe shaped incision shall be 
from 8to4cm. Further the bow of the are must be 
directed towards the median plane and both ends of 
the arc be directed in a lateral direction (on account 
of the course of the arteries of the skull which all 
turn towards the median line). After incision 
through the skin a second incision through the perio- 
steum is made, parallel and concentric to the cut in 
the skin, and the periosteum is not removed from the 
remaining bone. In the line of bone thus laid bare 
a small sharp chisel entirely made of metal is placed 
on end and driven forward round the lines of incision 
from one end to the other. The chisel must of 
course be held obliquely. The space of bone between 
both ends of the horseshoe must be snipped with the 
chisel. In this way the bone is weakened at this 
point, and if the chisel is put under the isolated 
piece of bone at the summit of the arc the whole 
plate of bone chiselled round may be raised. The 


over like a lid. An opening is thus made through 
which the operator can view an extensive field. 

After the necessary examination and manipulation 
| through the hole the lid may again be brought into 
position, the skin sutured, and a convenient bandage 
put on. Healing is by first intention. ‘ihe advan- 
tages of this method of operation are self evident— 
Berliner Thiertirzt Woch. 

G. M. 


GLANDERS AND MALLEIN EXPERIMENTS AT 
THE. GLASGOW CORPORATION TRAMWAYS. 


Report BY GENERAL MANAGER, JoHN Youne, Esq. 


In my Memorandum of 7th February last I gave a full 
account of the outbreak of glanders in the stud (4,439 
horses) of the department in July, 1899, and also an out- 
line of the methods which were adopted for having the 
whole stud systematically tested with mallein by our 
own departmental veterinary surgeon. I stated that the 
result of the first mallein test was that 278 horses had 
reacted. 

After the seventh test, every animal had ceased to re- 
act. The question still remaining to be answered, how- 
ever, was, were all or any of these 278 animals’ now free 
from the disease ? 

In this report I propose to give the results of the steps 
which have been taken to give a satisfactory answer to 
this question. 

As a result of our later periodical tests, none of the 
animals which were found clear on the third mallein 
test have reacted to further tests. They are all doin 
full work, maintaining their condition, and are, to al 
appearances, in perfect health. 

This reduces our observations to the nine horses which 
reacted on the third test. Of these nine, three became 
clinically affected—one after the third, and one after the 
fifth, and one after the sixth test—and were consequently 
destroyed. The remaining six, two of which had reacted 
to the fourth test, have, since the date of my memoran- 
dum, shown no reaction to further tests. Four of them 
are doing regular work, and seem perfectly healthy ; the 
other two, which looked equally healthy, were among the 
animals selected to be destroyed for demonstrative pur- 


ses, 
Pit was decided to select for the purposes of demon- 
stration seven animals which had reacted as under :— 

1 animal which had reacted once. 

1 animal which had reacted once and on second test 

was suspicious. 

3 animals which had reacted twice. 

1 animal which had reacted three times. 

1 animal which had reacted four times. 

In the whole of these cases our Departmental Veteri- 
nary Surgeon (Mr. Thomas B. Hamilton), assisted by 
several professional gentlemen (Dr. Buchanan being 
always present), made a most careful and thorough 
post-mortem examination. Every doubtful or suspicious 

art was excised and submitted for report to Dr. 
Reitens, Bacteriologist to the Corporation, and to 
Professor M’Fadyean, Principal of the Royal Veterinary 
College, London. The reports of Mr. Hamilton, Dr. 
Buchanan, and Principal M’Fadyean, which are given 
herewith, bring out two important points :— 
1. That the animals in question had previously been 
affected with glanders. 
2. That the specific bacillus could not at the time the 
animals were killed be detected in any one of the 
cases, either by microscopical or cultural methods, 


skin, periosteum and plate of bone is now turned 


and that the animals must consequently be con- 
sidered to have been free from the disease. 
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I should state that the time which had elapsed be- 
tween the latest mallein test and the slaughter of the 
animals varied from one to eight weeks. In the last 
two cases the period was seven weeks. Perhaps these 
two may be considered the most important, as the ani- 
mals had reacted to mallein three and four times re- 
spectively. 

Seeing the result has been practically the same in all 
the seven representative cases, it may be taken as 
clearly demonstrated that these animals had become 
free from the disease, and it may fairly be concluded 
that the animals from which these test cases were drawn 
are likewise free from the disease. It does not seem to 
me that this conclusion is affected by the fact that three 
animals out of 278 broke down during the process of 


. further testing by mallein. It may be that the disease 


was further advanced in these cases before the mallein 
was applied. Very probably a larger percentage would 
break down in cases where the horses are not so well 
stabled, fed, and generally cared for as ours are. 

In any case, the results seem to justify the position we 
have taken up, and we can no longer accept the theory 
that glanders is incurable, or endorse the policy of 
slaughtering every animal which has reacted once to 
mallein. So far as our tests indicate, animals which are 
in good seasoned condition may react once, twice, thrice, 
or even four times, and still make good recoveries. 


* * * * * 


Report By Mr. Tuomas B. Haminton, M.R.C.VS., 
VETERINARY SURGEON, GLAsGow CoRPORATION 
TRAMWAYS. 


(ALANDERS. 


At the date when our former report was issued, viz., 
7th February, 1900, the figures showing the results of 
previous testing were given as follows :— 


Ist test 278 reacted. 
2nd ,, 49 
3rd ” 9 ” 
4th ,, 5 ” 
5th ,, 2 ” 
6th ,, 1 ” 
7th ,, 0 ” 


The horses which reacted on the Ist and 2nd occasions 
only; have been periodically tested since without show- 
ing any further reaction. They are doing full work, 
maintain good condition, and are to all appearance in 
perfect health. 

Of the 9 which reacted at the 3rd test, 4 are still in 
the service, and the previous remarks apply equally to 
them. Two more, to which the same remarks would 
apply, were selected as representative cases and 
slaughtered for demonstration, whilst the remaining 
three developed clinical symptoms, and were accordingly 
destroyed. 


History of the Three Horses which Developed 
Clinical Symptoms. 


Brown GELDING 5592. 
Temperature Temperature after Inoculation. 


Date. betore Inoculation. 10th Hour. 14th Hour. 
4- 9-99 100°4 103 103°2 
17- 9-99 100°4 104 103°4 
16-10-99 100°8 103 105 


The above gelding, as will be seen, reacted on three 
occasions. Immediately after the last inoculation clini- 
cal evidence of glanders developed, and the animal was 
destroyed on 28th October, 1899. The post-mortem 
examination revealed the lungs to be extensively 
diseased. 


Brown Mare 4308. 


Temperature Temperature after Inoculation. 


Date. before Inoculation. roth Hour. 14th Hour. 
22- 8-99 101°2 103°2 105 
11-10-99 101 105°6 104°6 
15-11-99 100°2 103°8 103°6 

6- 1-00 100°4 104°2 103 
19- 1-00 100 104 103°4 
26- 1-00 100°2 100°6 101°4 


_ From the above chart it will be seen that, after react- 
Ing on five consecutive occasions, this animal failed to 
react to the 6th test, a result which I attribute to the 
fact of the last three tests being carried out with such 
short intervals between them. 

On the 10th February, 1900, clinical symptoms of 
glanders were detected, and the animal was destroyed. 

The post-mortem examination revealed the Inngs to 
be a perfect mass of tubercles, all more or less in the 
advanced stage of development ; in these the glanders 
bacillus was found. 


Brown GELDING 788. 
Temperature Temperature after Inoculation 


Date. before Inoculation. 10th Hour. 14th Hour. 
16- 8-99 99°8 100°4 103 
10- 9-99 101°2 104°4 104°8 
16-10 99 99°8 104 1042 
15-11-99 102°4 103°2 

6- 1-00 100°6 102°6 101°6 
19- 1-09 100°6 102°4 102°4 
26- 1 00 100°2 102°4 102 


It will be seen that this animal reacted up to and in- 
cluding the 6th test. After the completion of the 4th 
test it was evident from the very decided character of 
the reactions, both local and thermic, following each 
test that, if monthly inoculations were continued, re- 
action might go on for an indefinite period ; so, with a 
view to obtaining better results, injections of mallein 
were given, one after the other, as soon as the tempera- 
ture regained its normal degree, with the result that, 
after the third test carried out in this manner, the ani- 
mal developed pronounced symptoms of farcy, and had 
to be destroyed. 

The post-mortem demonstrated the existence of glan- 
ders in the lungs in addition to the local lesions of 


farcy. 


History of the Seven Horses Killed for 
Demonstration. 


Brown GELDING 1684. 
Temperature Temperature after Inoculation. 


Date. before Inoculation. roth Hour. 14th Hour. 
21- 8-99 99°8 101°4 103 
10- 9-99 100°2 102°2 103°2 
11-10-99 101 99'8 100°4 
15-11-99 100 100°4 101°2 

6- 3-00 99°8 100 


The above horse, which was destroyed on 14th March, 
1900, had reacted twice, and failed to do so on three 
later occasions. Considerably over three months elapsed, 
it will be seen, between the fourth and fifth tests. The 
yost-mortem examination failed to reveal the common 
esions of acute glanders. A number of small nodules 
of a fibroid appearance were observed scattered over the 
surface of the lungs, which may have been active 
glanders tubercles at some previous time. There was 
entire absence also of the ecchymosed spots with the dark 
prune-juice staining, which are observable in the lungs 
of many horses killed immediately after reacting, and 
which some writers assert tc be the earliest stage of 


glanders. 
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Brown GELDING 5742. 
Temperature | Temperature after Inoculation. 


Date. before Inoculation. 1oth Hour. 14th Hour. 
19- 8-99 100°4 100°4 103 
10- 9-99 100°2 102 2 102 2 
11-10-99 100°6 100°4 100°6 
15-11-99 100°4 99°6 100°8 
8- 3-00 100 99°6 


This horse, whose history is almost identical to that of 


the preceding one, was destroyed on the same day, and 
the post-mortem examination again failed to detect -the 
presence of characteristic glanders nodules. A few 
nodules, however, were found in the same advanced 
Stage, and were excised as before. 


Brown GELDING 3623. 
Temperature Temperature after Inoculation. 


Date. before Inoculation. roth. Hour. 14th Hour. 
23- 8-99 100 100°2 103 
10- 9-99 100 100 100°4 
11-10-99 100°2 100 100 
15-11-99 99°6 99 99°8 

6- 3-0U 100°4 101 


This horse, as will be seen, reacted once only, and on 
four subsequent occasions the injection of mallein failed 
to provoke any reaction. The horse was slaughtered on 
the 28th March, 1900, and the lungs, on post-mortem 
examination, were discovered to be the seat of six small 
hard nodules which, with a part of tissue, presenting 
a marbled appearance, and which was thought might be 
of a glanderous nature, were excised as before. 


Brown GELDING 4815. 
Temperature Temperature after Inoculation 


Date. before Inoculation. roth Hour. 14th Hour. 
13- 8-99 100 101 103°6 
10- 9-99 100 102 102°2 
19-10-99 99°8 100°4 99°6 
27-11-99 99°4 99°8 99°8 

6- 3-00 > 100 99°4 


This horse reacted in a very pronounced manner to 
the first test of mallein, but on the application of the 
second the thermic reaction reached only 102°4, and the 
animal was returned as a suspicious case. The local re- 
action, however, was quite characteristic of an atfected 
animal. The three subsequent tests which were made 

roduced no reaction whatever, either local or thermic. 

he animal was killed on 28th March, 1900. The post- 
mortem examination exhibited several small nodules of 
a similar nature to those described in the previous cases, 
all of which were removed with a small cyst, also found 
present, but which was evidently not of a glanderous 
nature. 


Brown GELDING, 1550. 
Temperature Temperature after Inoculation. 


Date. before Inoculation. 10th Hour. 14th Hour. 
23- 8-99 100°2 104 105 
10- 9-99 99°8 103°4 104 
11-10-99 100°4 100 100°6 
15-11-99 100°2 100°4 101°8 

6- 3-00 99°8 100°4 — 


This animal, as the chart shows, reacted on two occas- 
ions in a very pronounced manner ; the three subsequent 
tests which were carried out provoked no reaction, either 
local or thermic. He was destroyed on the same day as 
the two previous horses, and in the lungs, on post-mortem 
examination, only two small nodules could be found— 
one deeply imbedded in the tissue, and the other imme- 
diately under the pleura, both having undergone fibroid 
change. The nehed patch described as having been 
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Brown GELDING 3319. 


Date. before Inoculation. Hour, 14th Hour. 
23- 8-99 100 101°6 104°4 
10- 9-99 99°8 102°2 103°4 
11-10-99 100°8 103°2 103°8 
15-11-99 100 101°2 101°6 
26- 1-00 100°4 101°4 100°8 

6- 3-00 100°6 100 


This animal reacted distinctly three times, and after- 
wards on three successive occasions showed no reaction. 
He was destroyed on Ist May, 1900. At the post- 
mortem examination nothing could be found in the 
lungs. They appeared perfectly healthy, with the excep- 


vious pneumonia This, with a part mediastinal glands, 
was removed for further examination. 


Brown GELDING, 356. 
Temperature after Inoculation. 


Date. before Inoculation. 1oth Hour. 14th Hour. 
23- 8-99 100 104°6 104°4 
10- 9-99 100 102°4 103 
11-10-99 100°6 100°2 103°2 
17-11-99 100°2 103 102°2 

6- 1-00 100°2 100°8 101°8 
14- 3-00 99°2 100°6 — 


This horse reacted distinctly on four occasions, and 
on two subsequent applications exhibited no reaction. 
The post-mortem examination which was made on Ist. 
May failed to demonstrate the existence of any glanderous 
lesions, the lungs being, as in the previous case, perfectly 
healthy. The only pulmonary lesions to be seen were 
those so commonly found in the lungs of Tramway 
horses on post-mortem, viz., pneumonia and pleurisy. 
These parts were excised, as on former occasions, for 
experimental tests. 
At the various post-mortem examinations which were 
made J had the pleasure of being assisted by several 
eee brethren and also by Dr. Buchanan, City 
acteriologist, who very kindly provided sterilized 
bottles for the reception of the specimens which were to 
be microscopically examined. These tests failed in every 
instance to detect living glanders bacilli in any of the 
animals killed. I think, therefore, that as these horses 
were selected as fair samples of the originally reacting 
stud we are justified in presuming that those remaining 
are equally as free of glanders lesions. 
It is difficult to say to what extent nature has opera- 
ted in the production of the results we have obtained, 
and, whilst admitting that many of the animals might 
have shown an equal recovery had they been left alone, 
I am strongly of opinion that mallein, periodically injec- 
ted into a reacting animal, exercises a distinctly curative 
effect, and, therefore, when these injections fail to pro- 
voke any reaction after an interval of three months has 
elapsed immediately preceding the last two applications, 
that the animal may be considered free from living glan- 
ders bacilli In any case, whether mallein is employ: 
as a curative or not, it must be periodically injected to 
discover when the curative process is completed and the 
animal may be declared free of the disease. 
Up tothe present time 14,530 individual tests have 
been carried out by me in our stud since the’ outbreak, 
in July last, and the results of our post-mortem demon- 
strations on the whole point to the legal recognition of 
glanders as a curable disease, and also to the enforced 
use of mallein as a diagnostic if not a curative agent. 
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Report By Dr. R. M. Bucuanan, BacTerIoLocist 
TO THE CORPORATION oF GLascow. 


GLANDERS. 


I beg to report that I have made careful examination of 
a series of horses from the stud of the Glasgow Corpora- 
tion Tramways Department, with special reference to 
glanders. The series consisted of seven selected animals 
which were not clinically affected, but which had reacted 
to the mallein test. The tissues were scrutinised for 
naked-eye evidences of disease, and any affected parts 
were further submitted to microscopical and bacteriolo- 
gical examination, with a view to determine, if possible, 
(1) the presence or absence of the characteristic lesions 


of — and (2) the extent of any curative process in 
suc 


lesions. 
NaKED-EYE APPEARANCES. 


No. 1 (1684).—Several minute greyish nodules in both 
lungs ; large patch of fibroid induration in the right 
ung. 

No. 2 (5742).—No_ nodules or other lesion of glanders 
evident to the naked eye. 

No. 3 (3623).—Several small dense nodules in lung— 
some greyish, some yellowish ; large cretaceous 
nodule in left lung ; chronic pneumonic consolida- 
tion of basal margin in both lungs. 

No. 4 (4815).—Two isolated nodules in lung under 
pleura. 

No. 5 (1550).—A small isolated nodule in lung under 
pleura ; large area of fibroid induration within the 
substance of the left lung. (A strongylus tubercle 
in this case very closely simulated a glanders 
nodule.) 

No. 6 (3319).—A large cretaceous nodule in right lung, 
a yellowish white nodule under thickened pleura ; 
chronic pneumonic consolidation of basal margin in 
both lungs. 

No. 7 (356).—No nodules or other lesion of glanders 
evident tothe naked eye ; extensive thickening of 
the pleura at parts ; chronic pneumonic consolida- 
tion of basal margin in both lungs. 


‘CULTURE EXPERIMENTS. 


Cultures were made at the time of post-mortem exam- 
ination from all the suspected tissues, and at the same 
time portions were reserved for inoculation purposes, 
and transmitted to Prof. M‘Fadyean. 

The cultures gave negative results as regards the 
bacillus of glanders in all the cases of the series. 


MICROSCOPICAL EXAMINATIONS. 


The isolated nodules which were found presented 
under the microscope a condition of active transforma- 
tion into fibroid tissue, and were all characteristic of 
glanders. In none of them was caseation detected. — 

The microscopical examination of the lung tissue 
showed marked fibrous tissue development in all the 
seven cases. The fibroid development was mainly loca- 
ted at points either around the finer bronchial tubes and 
arteries or in the interlobular septa, and exhibited in 
all the cases foci of cell proliferation more or less active. 
This diffuse form of fibrous proliferation is regarded as 


one of the most characteristic effects produced by the 


glanders virus acting in a chronic manner. _ 

I conclude, therefore, from the microscopical and cul- 
tural examinations of these seven cases—/irst, that the 
lesions of glanders existed in them all ; second, that no 
active glanders bacilli were present ; and third, that the 
lesions were of a chronic nature, undergoing extinction by 
the process of fibroid transfornmtion. 


| 


Report By Princrpat M‘Fapyean, Royau 
VETERINARY CoLLecr, Lonpon. 


I beg to submit the following report, regarding the re” 
sult of my examination of the various pieces of lung from 
horses suspected of glanders, which have been forwarded 
to me by Dr. Buchanan since 14th March last. 

1 and 2.—On the 15th of March last I received from 
Dr. Buchanan two pieces of lung marked 1684, and 
three marked 5742. I was not able to detect in any of 
these pieces lesions characteristic of glanders, and my 
attempts to discover glanders bacilli in them by culti- 
vation and experimental inoculation had entirely nega- 
tive results. 

3, 4, and 5.—On the 29th of March last I received from 
Dr. Buchanan four pieces of lung marked 3623, the same 
number marked 4815, and three marked 1550. Two of 
the pieces from 3623, and one piece each from the other 
two cases contained lesions, with the appearance of old 
glanders nodules, but cultivation and inoculation experi- 
ments failed to reveal the presence of glanders bacilli in 
any of the pieces. 

6 and 7.—-On the 2nd instant, I received from Dr. 
Buchanan five small pieces of lung and a piece of lym- 
phatic gland marked 3319, and two small pieces of lung 
marked 356. Although several of these pieces were 
diseased, none of them showed anything characteristic of 
glanders, and my cultivation and inoculation experi- 
ments with them indicated that none of them contained 
glanders bacilli. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. | 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


An ordinary general meeting of the Society was held 
at the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, Red Lion 
Square, W.C., on igen June 7th, Mr. Matthew 
Clarke, president, in the chair. There were present : 
Messrs. A. L. Butters, J. Rowe, J. Baxter, F. G. Samson, 
A. E. Payne, H. A. MacCormack, W. F. Barrett, Prof. J. 
Macqueen, L. Savournin, 8. H. Nye, T. Wolsey, R- Porch, 
C. J. Humphrey, A. Rogerson, W. L. Harrison, E. L. 
Stroud (Hon. Sec.) and two visitors. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

A letter was read from Mr. Hurndall regretting ina- 
bility to attend the meeting. 

Also a letter from Mr. Caton, confirming his resigna- 
tion as Fellow of the Society. 

On the motion of Mr. Rowe, seconded by Mr. Samson, 
Mr. Caton’s resignation was accepted with regret. 

The SecreTary also read a letter from the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund asking for a donation. _ 

Mr. Barrett explained that an appeal was being 
made to all the societies, but the Central Veterinary 
Society had:already responded, and no further donation 
was expected from them. 

The letter was therefore allowed to lie on the table. 

Mr. FraNkK MosepALe was unanimously elected a 
Fellow of the Society. 

Mr. Burrers was appointed delegate to the Congress 
of the Royal Institute of Public Health to be held in 
Aberdeen in August. 

On the motion of the President, a vote of condolence 
was accurded to Professor Pritchard on the death of his 


father. 
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“PaIN AND CRUELTY” 
Resumed discussion on Mr. Savournin’s Paper. 


Mr. Burrers was struck with the author’s remark that 
horse-owners now looked upon a charge of cruelty as 
merely a trade risk. A conviction was not looked upon 
as a disgrace involving bad management of their horses, 
or as affecting their humanity. Acting upon this view 
‘was the reason why so few of the charges were defended. 
Besides, horseowners found that it was much cheaper 
simply to send only the man implicated to the court 
ahd accept the magistrate’s decision—and some very ex- 
traordinary decisions were arrived at. If one elected to 
have the case defended the costs, even when the case was 
‘dismissed, exceeded the fine. 

This lack of defence is to be deplored as it has given 
the police, the magistrates, and the R.S.P.C.A. so much 
more boldness in bringing forward so many trivial charges 
and moreover neither the magistrates nor the public 
were educated upon the other side of the question. The 
statements made by the officers of the Society, and by 
policemen and others were generally so exaggerated that 
the public and the magistrates were entirely misled. The 
general opinion formed by reading the newspaper reports 
was that they were really gross cases of cruelty, when 
they were not anything of the sort. There was no 
remedy for that state of things unless horseowners 
formed some organisation by which every case should be 
defended, or even if it was a well founded charge and 
could not be defended the evidence on the other side 
would be held in check, exaggerated statements comba- 
ted, and a right view of the subject placed before the 
magistrates and public. The author stated that charges 
brought by the police were generally better founded than 
those brought by the officers of the Society. That was 
not his (Mr. Butters’) experience, and he thought horse- 
owners generally would agree with him. He mentioned 
a case that was summarily dealt with, causing hardship 
to the driver, and also cases where both men and horses 
were locked up, locking up the horse often causing it 
more real suffering from insufficient food etc. than the 
pain which the police imagine it to be suffering by 
working. 

The author was to be congratulated upon his essay, as 
he had treated the subject in a very interesting way, and 
particularly interesting to veterinary surgeons whose 
practice called them frequently as witnesses in police 
courts. 

Mr. BarrRETT said the paper bristled with points which 
required serious consideration in order, adequately to dis- 
cuss them. With regard to one remark of the author, he 
thought that a horseowner who was conducting his 
business properly and had his horses properly fed and 
looked after ought not to incur the risk of a charge of 
cruelty under any circumstances. It was not an ordinary 
civil action, but a criminal prosecution. A man was 
liable to imprisonment if he failed to pay the penalty. 
Therefore the idea should not be promulgated that a man 
who kept a horse was by reason of his business liable to a 
criminal prosecution. He contended it was just as 
serious « matter to a horseowner as to a veterinary sur- 
geon. The author stated that “pain is the result of in- 
jury, accident, or design ; in other cases it is the act of 
God.” They knew very little of the nervous phenomena 
which induced pain. Mr. Savournin continued, 
“cruelty is essentially the act of man.” He agreed that 
was so toa limited extent. Again he agreed that “ one 
person or animal is sufficient for pain to exist ; there 
must be two for cruelty,” but he differed as to the 
author’s definition of cruelty—“the unjustifiable inflic- 
tion of pain.” For instance, a horse might be suffering 

from ringbone which, on account of the motion, gave rise 
to considerable pain. The owner was unconscious of 
that ;he may not have seen his animal fora week. Under 


those circumstances considerable pain and cruelty was 
being inflicted without the owner being aware of it. A 
man could only inflict pain unjustifiably when he knew 
what he was doing. With regard to another remark of 
the author, it was formerly held that criminal intent 
must be shown—-that was, the mind must accompany the 
act ; but now the law said that if a man, intentionally or 
not, was causing suffering to his animal, he might be 
criminally prosecuted and convicted. With regard to ex- 
perts in the witness-box, the expert was not in the posi- 
tion uf an ordinary witness. He was often asked by the 
Court : “In your opinion does the pain amount to 
cruelty ?” and as an expert he was justified in saying yes 
or no. In the case of an ordinary witness the facts were 
for the judge fy! as the case might be ; but an ex- 
pert was called for the special purpose of directing the 
Court, and it was for the judge or jury to say whether or 
not they considered the fact had been proved. He 
agreed with the author that the police exercised more 
precaution than the R.S.P.C.A. th were doing good 
work. But for the intervention of the police and the 
Society's officers many horses would be sent out to work 
which were utterly unfit. No doubt veterinary surgeons 
very often came into conflict with them. He had always 
found that he succeeded better when he told the Court 
candidly what he thought. That was far better than 
trying to exaggerate on behalf of one’s clients. The 
magistrates frequently came to the conclusion that the 
case was one more of ignorance than of criminal intent. 
There was no doubt veterinary surgeons often did great 
harm by endeavouring to substantiate in Court their 
client’s story, which was often very incorrect and untrue. 
He did not believe the police stopped many cases unless 
pain was being inflicted, and he had watched them rather 
carefully. 

Mr. RoGERsON was a little disappointed that the 
author did not sufficiently go into the jurisprudence in 
connection with prosecutions for cruelty. He remem- 
bered a case in connection with a coal merchant whose 
horse was stopped by a policeman. He had been walk- 
ing with an empty van, but the policeman very unjustly 
locked the horse and man up, though the man had satis- 
factorily explained who his owner was and soon. Quite 
regardless of that the man was put under lock and key. 
The case was taken the next morning before a magis- 
trate, who adjourned the case for a few days to allow fos 
evidence to be obtained. The horse was released, and 
veterinary evidence was obtained, and the horse was 
ordered by the veterinary surgeon to be sent to work 
again at once. The following week the case came on 
again at the same court, and the owner was summoned. 
The magistrate dismissed the case, but the owner had to 
pay the costs in connection with the Court. He thought 
it was a great injustice both to the man in charge at the 
time and also to the owner to be served with those das- 
tardly summonses, which made one feel nervous to read 
them. He did not know whether it was the opinion of 
the meeting that a resolution should be forwarded to any 
quarter testifying the Society’s disapproval of the action 
of the police. He supposed the Chief Commissioner of 
Police would be the man to deal with. It was a serious 
thing for a horseowner or a veterinary surgeon to be 
a paary: | charged with wilfully torturing a horse. He 
did not think that any member of the profession would 
do that. The police had the power at the present time 
to stop a horse, lock up the driver and the horse, and 
summon either the owner or the intermediary man whom 
the owner emplayed to see that the horses were not sent 
out unfit for work. He thought that a resolution sent 
by the Society to the Chief Commissioner of Police pro- 
testing against the way in which those cases were dealt 
with, might do some good, aud the cases might be dealt 
with a little more leniently and feelingly. 

Prof. WooprorFE HILt said it was not necessary to 
show the existence of pain in order to prove cruelty, 
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It was very often simply a retin of inability to work. 
Pain itself was differently felt by animals of different 
temperaments and constitutions, and that fact was not 
sufficiently taken into consideration by the officers of 
the Society. It was not always the case that pain was 
felt in the spot where the cause of it existed—as, for 
instance, pain in the shoulder when one suffered from a 
liver disorder, or a headache following gastric irritation. 
What he objected to in regard to the way in which the 
R.S.P.C.A. officers went about their work was this : They 
went to a man’s premises, took out a pocket book, and 
took down everything he had to say, and had a police- 
man with them to confirm it. That was a most unfair 
way of getting evidence. Unless there was a lawyer in 
court who was pretty keen they would make a case very 
strong by producing their notebook. He had generally 
found that that was stopped at once if a solicitor was 
employed if the officers had not gone about their work 
in a fair manner. Mr. Savournin stated that it was not 
the province of the veterinary surgeon to determine 
cruelty in court—that was the province of the magistrate 
—-and that the veterinary surgeon should not say too 
much. He(Mr. Hill) had always madea point when in 
the box of explaining everything. If a veterinary snr- 
geon simply said yes or no, it was ten to one on the 
prosecution. He would strongly advise the institution 
of a Defence Association. Some of the officers of the 
Society were carrying out their work to far too great an 
-extent. 

Mr. Samson said the R.S.P.C.A. had done a vast 
amount of good work, and it had also been the means of 
causing a great deal of annoyance over paltry cases, par- 
ticularly to poor men. He considered it bad policy to 
advise one’s clients not to defend a case. When a man 
-defended a case, and fought it well, whether he succeeded 
or not the Society asa rule did not trouble him again. 
There were many cases of mechanical lameness, but 
magistrates would not believe that. He did not think 
‘that such trivial cases would be stopped. They might 
send whatever resolutions they liked to the Society, but 
‘they would have no effect. One reason why such trivial 
-cases would go on was that some members of the veteri- 
nary profession assisted the Society to bring them on. 
When men would go from Clapham to Epsom or Wands- 
worth and stick there three parts of the day for half-a- 
guinea those cases were sure to go on. Some men 
when they were called into a case where they knew there 
was no pain would go before the Bench for half-a-guinea 
and swear to pain, swelling, and tenderness, and then 
very often treat the Society’s officer two or three times 
-during the intervals. There were hundreds of snch cases. 
The same veterinary surgeons were employed ; they were 
called the Society’s men. Every case brought before 
them was one of cruelty, because if they did not swear it 
was cruel the Society did not want them. He thought 
‘that ought to be reported to Mr. Colam. 

Mr. Porcu agreed that the cases brought by the 
‘Society were more frequent and more unjust than those 
brought by the police. There might be some green young 
officer who had just got into a blue suit who brought 
trivial cases ; but in the majority of cases there was 

enerally some reason when the police stopped a horse. 

f the police felt satisfied that 2 man had not been wil- 
fully committing cruelty, such as a horse who had re- 
cently rubbed his shoulder, they would tell the man to 
take the horse home. They were quite justified in doing 
‘that, and no driver should refuse to do so. There was 
another way in which the officers of the R.S.P.C.A. very 
much overstepped their duty. When the police sent a 
horse home from the streets because it was slightly lame 


-or hada sore shoulder, perhaps the next day there would 


be a veterinary surgeon round at the stable with an 
officer of the Society. Without asking for permission 
they would walk into the stable and examine the horses 
as if they had the authority of the police. His custom 


had been to show such people the door, and if that were 
generally done the officers of the Society would begin to 
think they had not the authority which they imagined 
they had. It was a very difficult thing to distinguish the 
exact degree of pain at which cruelty began. Some 
horses with a little pimple on their shoulder, nervous 
tender skinned horses, would jump away if one walked 
towards them, and that toa Society’s officer would be an 
indication that the horse was suffering great pain. 
Another horse with a sore perhaps the size of half-a- 
crown would not flinch when it was touched. He 
thought the majority of the speakers had. been criticising 
the R.S.P.C.A. rather more than they had been discuss- 
ing the paper; but, as Mr Samson had remarked, if 
there were not veterinary surgeons to bolster up those 
cases there would not be those charges of cruelty. The 
magistrates believed those veterinary surgeons who fre- 
quently went round from court to court, in preference to 
any man that the defence could bring forward. He re- 
membered a case of a horse being stopped by a Society’s 
officer, who called a policeman and locked the driver up. 
The horse was taken into the green-yard and brought be- 
fore the magistrates the next morning. The evidence 
was that the horse had a wasted quarter, contracted ten- 
dons and spavin, and was totally unfit for further ser- 
vice. The horse came home the next day, and it was 
found that the only trouble was with the sole of the 
foot. The veterinary surgeon had forgotten to look at 
that. The horse was one of the best horses they had. 
He was determined to make a fight for it. Some five 
veterinary surgeons were called, and they had Mr. Bar- 
rett to defend the case. After being adjourned for three 
days, they won the case, with the result that they did not 
get one penny expenses. If the society were saddled 
with the expenses when a case was dismissed there would 
not be so many trivial cases brought forward. That 
would be much better than any resolution which could 
be passed. 
Mr. Rowe congratulated the author on the pluck with 
which he had attacked a subject which had caused him 
(Mr. Rowe) « considerable amount of trepidation some 
years ago. He had commenced a paper 25 years ago on 
“ What, in the Opinion of a Veterinary Surgeon, should 
constitute Cruelty to Animals.” It might be within 
their memory that in the monthly notice of 7'he Animal 
World the Society used to keep a tabulated statement 
of the different cases bronght up with convictions—not 
the failures—the failures were omitted. It was that 
which had set him moving in the matter. With regard 
to the use of anesthetics as applied by veterinary sur- 
geons in removing tumours and in operations of all 
sorts, he thought they were getting sentimental. In 
fact the public were saying that everything was cruel 
now. To cut with a knife or carve with a saw was cruel 
without an anesthetic was used. His contention was 
that the animal was not sufficiently conscious of what the 
surgeon was going to do as to be so nervous as a human 
being would be when a trivial operation was to be per- 
formed, such as the extraction of a tooth. He wished to 
ask whether 1t was the opinion of veterinary surgeons 
that anyone who, being quick of hand refrained from the 
use of anvesthetics, should be charged with cruelty. He 
himself did’ not use anzesthetics. He flattered himself | 
was as quick at operating with either right or left ee 
as anyone, and by not giving anwsthetics he saved . e 
extra time involved in a animal under its influ- 
e, Was hecruel in doing that 
years ago a gentleman, since dead, 
at Marlborough Street with regard to a cab | _ a 
was lame. The owner was a neighbour of his, an - 
fairly poor circumstances, making a living with ~~ 
horses. The horse went lame and was stoppe *: ere 
were sores about the body, but nothing else. Evi ~— 
‘yen to the effect that the horse was totally unfit 


iven 
for wav by reason of huge sores on certain portions of 
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the body, particularly the head and neck, and that it 
ought to be destroyed. He (Mr. Rowe) gave evidence 
that so far from the animal being unfit for work, he was 


- outside harnessed to a cab ready to drive the magistrate 


or anyone else to their destination. The Magistrate in- 
spected the horse, and the case was dismissed. 

Professor MACQUEEN said that certain remarks had 
fallen which suggested the necessity of his saying some- 
thing. Hecertainly should not vote for any resolution 
calculated to interfere in the slightest degree with the 
action of the R.S.P.C.A. or with the action of the police. 


_ The difficulty in the situation, viewed from a veterinary 


standpoint, was that the veterinary profession had 
largely themselves to blame for the difficulties fre- 
quently encountered. They would take sides, whereas 
his view of a professional man’s position in connection 
with a cruelty case was that he should simply exercise 
the duty of an expert or of a man possessed of what 
was considered skill, and give his —— regardless of 
the consequences to either side. aking sides was a 
vicious system, which seemed to be inseparable from 
veterinary practice. Very often an opinion was given 
based upon insufficient information ; very often without 
sufficient reason and where actual knowledge was want- 
ing the imagination very quickly supplied the loss. He 
remembered on the last occasion on which the subject 
was discussed some one made a remark showing how it 
was possible to circumvent the officers of the Society and 

revent them obtaining any material for a prosecution. 

is view of the situation was that no veterinary surgeon 
should lend himself to cloaking, or concealing, or doing 
anything calculated to frustrate the ends of justice. If 
a veterinary surgeon honestly believed that no pain was 
being suffered and no cruelty inflicted, where was the 
need of concealment? Whyshould a man try to hide a 
horse or prevent the officers of the Society from seeing 
the animal? Judging from appearances, different ani- 
mals appeared to suffer ditferently, but we had no means 
of ascertaining whether thet was the fact or not. He 
had listened with yery great pleasure to the paper. He 
considered it was a very well thought-out production, 
and reflected the very highest credit upon the author’s 
sense of justice with regard to the questions of pain and 


_ cruelty and his ability as an essayist. The only criticism 


he would pass was that in the evening papers he very 
often saw Mr. Savournin’s name, and it appeared there 
as that oj the Court Veterinary Surgeon. He cid not 
believe in a veterinary surgeon continuing in that sort 
of capacity, if he received a retaining fee. He thought 
retaining fees in questions of cruelty were always bad. 
He did not like a veterinary surgeon taking sides, and 
the Court veterinary surgeon, just as much as the 
Society’s veterinary surgeon, nearly always took sides. 
There was a still, small voice alluded to by the poet 
which crept into the evidence of every individual who 


~ was virtually hired by a society or by a court. He 


believed that no veterinary surgeon could give unbiassed 
evidence under such conditions unless he simply ap- 
proached the consideration of the = regardless of 
the consequences to either side. He had given evidence 
in cases of cruelty both for and against, and he had fre- 

uently to indicate that his opinion did not coincide with 
that of theowner of the animal that had been served 
with a summons. He thought that exaggeration was 
common on both sides, but was a little more common 
on the side of the defence. 

The PrestDENT : The following has been hanfled to me 
as Mr. Rogerson’s resolution :—‘ To the Chief Com- 
missioner of Police,—-It is the unanimous opinion of this 
Society that when a police officer has occasion to accuse 
a man in charge of a horse of so termed cruelty the police 
constable should exercise discretion in the case before 
carrying out the unpleasant feeling, to the man, at least, 
of placing him in a police-cell irrespective of satisfac- 
tory explanation ag to ownership.” 


Mr. BarreEtTT said he was loth to oppose Mr. Roger- 


son, but he did not think an important resolution like 
that should be passed at that late hour. He would 


move “That Mr. Savournin be asked to defer his reply to 


och gi meeting.” The resolution could then be dis- 
cussed. 

Mr. Rocerson seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 

A vote of thanks to the President terminated the pro- 


ceedings. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Commons, Friday, June 22. 
THE BoarpD oF AGRICULTURE. 
On the vote to complete the sum of £86,028 for the 
salaries and expenses of the Board of Agriculture. 


Mr. Stracuey (Somerset, 8.) asked the President of the 
Board of Agriculture whether in his own opinion he was 


making any real and substantial progress in the stamping 


out of swine fever. 

Mr. Price called attention to the restrictions which 
the Board had imposed in the case of a recent outbreak 
of foot-and-mouth disease in Norfolk and Suffolk. Ad- 
mitting that in cases of the outbreak of disease restric- 
tions must be imposed, he said that immediately the 
Board of Agriculture heard of an outbreak of disease 
they undoubtedly did the right thing. They sent down 
an inspector, who scheduled « considerable area. The 
view taken in Norfolk was that, although it might be 
necessary in the first place to make a very considerable 
area the subject of restriction, at the earliest possible 
moment a first-class inspector should be sent down, and 
he, havirg regard to the various means of communication, 
should map out a scientific area. They were afraid that 
the disinfection of the premises where disease broke out 
was not properly carried out by men who thoroughly 
understood disinfection. He made no attack upon the 
sub-inspectors, but he could not help expressing ?the 
belief that they were not specialists in such subjects as 
disinfection or the pathology of disease. He submitted 
that restrictions must be imposed with the greatest care 
and circumspection, because if they were made so severe 
as to appear unjust the spread of infection would not be 
prevented and the restrictions would be disobeyed. There 
never would be loyal co-operation between the owners 
of cattle and the Department in the stamping-out of the 
disease until a better system of compensation was 
adopted. As affected cattle were destroyed for the 
benefit of the country generally he thought the country 
generally ought to pay proper compensation to the 
owners of the stock. He moved the reduction of the 
vote by £100, 

Dr. FARQUHARSON desired to support the President 
of the Board of Agriculture in the measuees he had taken 
for stamping-out the foot-and-mouth disease. He hoped 
the right hon. gentleman would prosecute these measures 
with the same vigor as he had carried through his policy 
of stamping out hydrophobia. (Hear, hear.) That policy 
was very unpopular; but the right hon. gentleman 
stoutly adhered to it, with the result that the country 
was freed from a most terrible disease. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. Foster (Suffolk, Lowestoft) said that though 
many of his constituents had suffered severely from the 
restrictions with regard to the foot-and-mouth disease, 
he cordially supported the policy of the Board of Agri- 
culture. Undoubtedly in issuing these restrictions the 
—e hon. gentleman had done an unpopular thing—those 
who had in consequence suffered in pocket naturally 
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raised an outcry against him — but such was the virulent 


lk 


eep within the area all possible means of infection, : 


character of the disease that only the most stringent ' place restrictions on the stock and their movements in 


measures would stamp it out. At the same time it was 
hard that, when these regulations were necessarily 
imposed for the benefit of the country at large, the loss 
‘should fall entirely on the isolated area. The compen- 
‘sation awarded to those who suffered in the general 
interest should be liberal and should come out of the 
public funds. 

Mr. Soames (Norfolk, 8.) complained of the applica- 
‘tion of the regulations in certain particulars in con- 
nection with the outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease in 
Norfolk. 

Mr. Lone (Liverpool, West Derby) stated that the 
figures for this year with regard to swine fever were, on 
the pony ang gp The gross cost in 1897-98 was 
£125,000, but for the year 1899-1900 that amount had 
fallen to £78,700. The outbreaks in 1998-99 stood at 
24,000, while in 1899-1900 they were 21,000, and, whereas 
the outbreaks for 16 weeks of last year were 1,370, in 
the same period this year they had fallen to just over 
1,000. ‘This was almost the smallest number for that 
period they had had. Generally speaking, over the 
whole country, there was a decided improvement in 
regard to this most insidious disease, and they had every 
reason to believe, if their efforts were supported by the 
local authorities, that it would be as_ satisfactorily dealt 
‘with as other diseases had been. Upon this point, he 
desired to say that, in his opinion, the action of the 
Norfolk magistrates was profoundly to be deplored. 
4Cheers.) It was the duty of magistrates to administer 
the law as they found it and not to seek to evade their 
responsibilities. (Hear, hear). If satisfactory fines were 
not imposed upon offenders against the regulations, 
obviously the difficulties of the Department of Agricul- 
ture were largely increased. There was no doubt in the 
minds of experts of the Department as to the character 
of the disease. It was highly infectious ; and this made 
it of vital importance that the regulations of the Depart- 
ment should “ loyally accepted and carried out unless 
it could be shown, as it never had been shown, that they 
w2re unjust or were not likely to lead to success. As a 
matter of fact, at present there was no country in the 
world which stood with regard to diseases in animals in 
_as satisfactory a position as that occupied by the United 
Kingdom. (Cbeers.) This satisfactory position of affairs 
had been brought about by the vigorous policy of the 
officials of the Department, and he thought it was some 
indication of the results they were likely to achieve in 
regurd to this disease of swine fever. here was every 
reason to hope that they would ultimately suppress it. 
Cheers). like to take that opportunity of 
acknowledging the great debt of gratitude he owed to 
the medical and scientific men of this country for the 
uniform support they had given him from the commence- 
ment of his labours in connection with rabies (hear, hear) 
and also to the members on both sides of the House for 
the support they had given him in spite of the un- 
popularity and difficulties it had brought upon them in 
their constituencies. He was glad that their labours had 
been so successful, for he believed that rabies had been 
practically exterminated, and, with a loyal obedience to 
the regulations the Department had thought it necessary 
to impose, he believed there was no reason why they 
should not hope to protect the country against any fresh 
outbreak of this most terrible disease. (Cheers.) Then 
he was asked as to the outbreak in Norfolk, whether 
they were certain as to the nature of the disease. The 
evidence as to this was overwhelming. As to where the 
disease came from, it was almost impossible to discover 
that ; but he had little doubt that if they got at the 
facts it would be found that the disease was caused in 
the ordinary way by some animal brought into one of 
their ports. They could only pursue their policy of im- 
mediately drawing a cordon so as to, as far as possible, 


the neighbourhood likely to be affected. Then com- 
plaint was made as to the size of the areas, but he con- 
tended that it was better at first to have big areas and 
then narrow them down, than to begin with small areas 
which might have to be increased. (Hear, bear), He did 
not hesitate tosay that in that policy of good big areas 
rested a large part of the security they derived from their 
regulations, leading to the extermination of the out- 
breaks in a comparatively small space of time. They 
made themselves acquainted with the geographicai con- 
ditions, where markets were held, the direction in which 
cattle were likely to travel, and other local facts, and, 
according to these local circumstances and conditions 
and the “age ta history of the locality, they made such 
area as they thought was suitable and safe. As to dis- 
infection, 1t was carried out in a thoroughly efficient 
manner by intelligent inspectors. He entirely sympa- 
thized with the farmers who had to suffer, martyrs, as it 
were, but they had to consider the advantage and the 
convenience of the vast majority of the community. No 
doubt, if any one could induce the Treasury authorities 
to give the Board of Agriculture more money, they could 
do more ; but he did not think there was any prospect 
of that kind. The expenditure was rapidly decreasing, 
and the loss that followed the enforcement of the regu- 
lations was not nearly so large as it would be if these 
diseases were allowed to run riot. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. CHANNING (Northamptonshire, E.) asked whether, 
in regard to the outbreak in Norfolk, there was not a 
certain lack of promptitude in dealing with it on the 
part of those locally concerned, and further with regard 
to possible outbreaks int he future, if any steps would be 
taken by the Board of Agriculture to increase the power 
of local authorities. He should be glad if the restrictions 
were made even stronger and more complete than they 
were. He should like to know also whether any steps 
had been taken by way of prevention of infection from 
carcases thrown up by the sea on the coast. 

Mr. Loyp (Berks, Abingdon) called attention to a 
question which was of great importance to the milk- 
supplying farmers of his constituency—the use of the 
barn gallon. A barn gallon had an extra half-pint thrown 
into each imperial gallon, and the object was doubtless 
originally to allow for spillage or leakage in transit. The 
farmers contended now that this was no longer necessary 
because of the improved vessels used, and they com- 
plained that even if they supplied by the barn gallon 
they were charged for spillage or leakage. ‘The dealers 
still insisted on this antiquated measure, and he desired 
to know if it was legal under the Weights and Measures 
Act. If not, it should be more generally known. It 
might be said the remedy was to charge more for the 
milk, but he doubted if that was a satisfactory answer. 
The farmer supplied by the larger measure, but was cre- 
dited only with the ordinary imperial gallon. 

Mr. A. Moore (Londonderry) wished to have to state- 
ment as to the result of the administration of the Fuod 
and Drugs Amendment Act passed last year. 

Mr. Grant Lawson requested information on the same 
point, and particularly as to the power of the Agricul- 
tural Department to insist on the duty of local authori- 
ties to appoint public analyists under the Act. x 

Mr. Lone, replying to the hon. member for East 
Northampton, said there had been a certain lack of 


anager in reporting the outbreak of disease in Nor- 


folk, but he did not think that arose from any desire to 
evade the law and the responsibilities following an out- 
break of disease. The truth was, there had not been an 
outbreak for years, and there was a doubt at first 
whether it was a genuine outbreak of disease. He 
would be sorry if anything he had said should give rise 
to an impression that the Department was In any way 
deficient ig strength for the proper discharge of its duty. 
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The Treasury had given liberal assistance for the veteri- 
nary and other departments, which were now efficiently 
egos and there was no reason to fear that the duties 
of the Department would be improperly performed. As 
to carcases thrown up on the coast as the result of a 
storm, he had been assured by scientific advisers that 
they carried no danger of infection, being impregnated 
with salt, though no doubt they were disagreeable and 
offensive to the people of the neighbourhood. It was not 
the duty of the Department to remove these carcases ; 
he believed it devolved upon the Coastguard to remove 
them. As to the question of the hon. member for Abing- 
don about barn gallons, it had never been before him as 
a pene pe In other ways he had heard of an extra 
half-pint working mischief, but not in connection with 
the milk trade. If his hon. friend would supply him 
with information on the subject, he would be glad to put 
it before the Board of Trade, with whom lay administra- 
tion of the Weights and Measures Act. In relation to 
the administration of the Food and Dr Act of last 
year, he adhered to the view he had before expressed 
that the main object of the Act was to ensure local 
action against adulteration, and the function of the 
Board of Agriculture was to exhaust every effort in urg- 
ing, and as far as they could, compelling, discharge of 
this duty before taking action themselves. Nothing 
could be more disastrous than for the central authority 
to be ready todo the work which rightly fell to the local 
authority. (Hear, hear.) To do that would inevitably 
lead to dilatory and neglectful administration. So far 
as he was aware the operation of the Act of last year had 
been most satisfactory. The Treasury had given assis- 
tance and local authorities had been made fully acquain- 
ted with the requirements of the new Act, and he had 
every reason to believe that the exercise of its power by 
the Department had led to vigorous administration by 
local authorities. The l)epartment would leave no stone 
unturned to make the Food and Drugs Act a success, and 
to put an end to the adulteration of food. 

mR C. QUILTER said that, while an order had been 
made for the burial Sf the carcases of the diseased cattle 
washed ashore, the pens in which the beasts had been 
confined had not been removed. The regulations in re- 
spect of swine fever seemed to be framed sometimes with- 
out due regard to local conditions. 

Mr. (Devonport) asked whether the 
Department had had to protest —_ the failure of 
a local authority to put the F and Drugs Acts in 
orce. 

Mr. Lone said that the proper way to deal with the 
cattle pens to which the hon. member for Suffolk had 
referred was to burn them ; though, as they had been in 
the sea for some time, there was no danger of infection 
from them. The areas selected in dealing with swine 
fever were chosen with all possible regard to local con- 
siderations. As to the enforcement of the Food and Drugs 
Act, the attention of local authorities had been called to 
defective procedure, and in some cases suggestions for 
improvement had been made. 

r. WHARTON (Yorkshire, Ripon) thanked his right 
hon. friend for the courageous and manly way in which 
he had dealt with rabies. He had done his duty well.— 
(Cheers.) 

The reduction to the vote was then negatived, and the 
vote was agreed to. . 


On Tuesday, June 26. 
THE FREIGHT oF HorsEs TO THE CAPE. 
In answer to Mr. Runciman (Oldham), . 
_ Mr. Macartney (Antrim, S.) said,—In the few cases 
in which it has been possible to arrange for the convey- 


ance of horses from this country to the Cape on freight, 
the cost has averaged £25 10s. per horse landed. The 


the ships as to rate of hire, speed, consumption of coal,. 
cost of fitting, the number of horses and men respectively 
which they carry, and the number of voyages which the 

make, it is impossible without elaborate and lengthy cal- 


veying horses by transport.—Z'he Times. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AND THE NEW 
DEPARTMENT (IRELAND). 


To the Editor of Zhe Irish Times. 


Sir,—At atime when the Vice-President of the De- 
partment of Agriculture and Industries is being subject- 
ed to much hostile criticism, owing to the choice he has 
made of persons to fill certain important positions, out- 
siders who desire to form an impartial judgment on his. 
line of action naturally inquire what are the particular 
gualifications of the persons so selected for the work. 
which they have been appointed to carry out, and they 
will his action whenever they find his. 
selection to be based upon the fitness of the candidate, 
without regard to political or other considerations. 

Though I fear my action may not meet with the ap- 

roval of some of my professional brethren, of whom the 
eaders seem peculiarly averse to seeking the support of 
the lay Press, I feel that, as the matter on which I write 
is urgent, I am justified in calling attention to a matter 
of great importance to the public generally, as well as 
to the veterinary profession, to which I have the honour 
of belonging. The interest of Ireland in all matters. 
connected with live stock need not be dilated upon, and 
the importance of the veterinarian in this connection is. 
obvious. As I am informed that an important appoint- 
ment is, or soon will be, on the tapis, I desire to intrude 
on your space to lay before your readers a few matters. 
which seem to bear upon the selection of a person to fill 
the position. 

The Veterinary Department, late of the Privy Coun- 
cil, is now, I understand, part of the machinery of the 
new Department, and therefore its appointments fall 
into Mr. Plunkett’s hands. It comprises a large staff of 
highly qualified veterinarians, whose work in the past is 
well known in the suppression of the calamitous out- 
breaks of contagious disease in animals. Knowing how 
closely Mr. Plunkett and his colleagues study the efforts. 
of similar departments in other countries, I desire to give 
one or two extracts which will bear upon the appoint- 
ment already referred to, and, after reading them, I dare 
to hope that no retired officer of army or navy, no bar- 
rister or Civil Service clerk, nor, in fact, any person 
other than one having the qualifications indicated for 
the position will be appointed to supervise the work of 
veterinarians. The members of the sister profession of 
human medicine are not asked to tolerate such a state of 
things, but in all positions where Government Inspectors 
have nad superintendence over the duties of medical men 
one of the latter is chosen. 

In the United States the gentleman whose position 
— to resemble that of Mr. Plunkett reported as 
follows :— 

“The Bureau of Animal Industry must continue to 
increase the number of its forces in all the great cattle 
and swine centres of the United States, if efficiency 1s 
to be attained and maintained. The ante-mortem and 
post-mortem inspection of animals intended for food in- 
volves great labour and skill.” 

He further adds :— 

“No man can be examined by the United States Civil 
Service Commission for either Inspector or Assistant- 
Inspector who does not, as a condition precedent to such 
an examination, first exhibit his diploma from some re- 


charge for the Union Castle Line for the passage of a 
horse to Cape Town is £35. Owing to the difference in 


putable veterinary college.” 
In consideration of this very plain expression of the 


culations to say what has been the average cost of con- 
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wesult uf experience in another country, I trust that the 
Department will not perpetuate an anomaly which is a 
slight ona very deserving body of educated men, by 
placing a layman in a position of control or surveillance 
-over them in performance of duties which are in any 
-degree professional. Veterinary surgeons seem to be 
afflicted with a pride which makes them reluctant to 
air their grievances in public, but as the army has 
suffered most seriously as a result of veterinary interests 
having been slighted in the past, so in the future stock- 
owners and Mr. Plunkett may be the losers if once again 
a —— appointed as Inspector in connection with 
the Veterinary Department. 

I have good reason to know that our profession looks 


to Mr. Plunkett to redress other grievances under which 


they labour, and I am hopeful that he will put his foot 
on anything in the nature of a job in this case also. 
No man can so fitly fill the position as a veterinarian, 
and the latter has a right to expect the sugar plums 
as well as the minor things of his profession.— 
Yours, etc., M.R.C.V.S. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


From The London Gazette. 
Wark Patt MALL, June 22. 


ArMy VETERINARY DEPARTMENT.—Vet.-Major G. 
F. Davis retires on retired pay. 

The following officers were discharged from hospital 
to duty week ending June 10 :— 

ArRMy VETERINARY DEPARTMENT.—Lieut. Conder ; 
‘Civil Veterinary Surgeons Maxwell and Glasse. 


Civil Veterinary Surgeon A. C. Smart sailed in the 
Pinemore on June 23, from Tilbury for S. Africa. 


Horse TRANSPORT—A FINE VESSEL. 


The Times correspondent writes from Tilbury :— 

The Saint Andrew, Transport No. 73, sailed this after- 
noon with drafts. She carries altogether 12 officers, 
499 men, and 350 horses. 

The West Riding draft came from Cork and did not 
arrive till nearly 3 o’clock, whereas the other troops and 
all the horses were embarked before 11, so that a long 
wait intervened ; but the ship got off in very good time 
and excellent order. She is one of the finest horse 
transports in the fleet, and made a most successful 
voyage last January at a time when very few good 
voyages were being made. And yet influenza was rite 
among the horses. The experience is instructive. Some 
30 or 40 cases of influenza occurred on board, but the 
deaths were only 2°8 per cent. of the total number 
carried. Carrying horses is the special business of the 
line to which the Saint Andrew belongs, and Captain 
Fitzgerald, who commands her, is their most experienced 
officer. He had the sick horses brought up to the upper 
deck, where most of them quickly recovered. Of course, 
this was done in fine weather and warm latitudes. It 
has been done with success in other ships. Fresh air 
seems to be the most effective treatment for influenza, 
but care must be taken not to let the horses catch cold. 
The difficulty is to hit the happy mean. I notice that 
the horses going out now are all carefully clothed in 
warm rugs, however hot the weather may be. In the 
winter, when it was bitterly cold, they often had none. 
To-day it was distinctly hot on the horse deck, but the 
animals remained sweating in their thick cloths until 
Colonel Walters, the veterinary officer, came down and 
had them stripped. It would be better, now that we 
are in summer, to strip each horse in the sheds on de- 
training and before going on board. Considering what 


an excellent ship the Saint Andrew is, the Government 

oes not appear to have got much use out of her. She 
has beea kept on under charter since January, but has 
made only one voyage, having been lying idle with fires 
banked in Table Bay for about three months. Yet she 
has never taken any coal on board since her original 
departure from the Thames on January 22nd, and she 
arrived back the other day with by no means empty 
bunkers. Such is the capacity of these modern cattle 
boats. The suggestion has been made—it is said by 
Lord Kitchener—that ships of this class should be used 
as portable arms-factories, and there is no doubt that 
with their iron decks and large ’tweendeck spaces they 
could be readily adapted to this purpose. 


THANKS TO ELECTORS. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Gentlemen,—I beg to thank you for the confidence 
reposed in me as shewn by my election to represent 
you on the Council of the R.C.V.8. I hope to repay 
you by constant attendance, and, as far as I can, by safe- 
guarding the interests of my brother Members and 
those students who aspire to Membership.—Yours faith- 
fully, E. C. Winter, F.R.C.V.S. 
Limerick, June 23. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
THE COUNCIL ELECTION. 
ir, 


Mr. Ironside’s letter in your last issue is timely. Com- 
laints have been very general this year regarding the 
irregularities of the voting papers. I know a gentleman 
who did not receive a voting paper, and being anxious to 
vote notified the Secretary of the R.C.V.S. that his paper 
had not been received, and asked tu have another sent 
him. His request was declined, and he was informed 
that his voting paper had been sent. 

Considerable interest was manifested in the election 
this year, and it is likely to be increased in years to come, 
therefore I think that a little attention to the Register, 
which is in as bad a condition as it could be, might pre 
vent mistakes recurring. The Secretary of the ROVS. 
might be assisted in keeping the Register correct if the 
members were to notify him of changes taking place in 
their district—the trouble would not be much and the 
boon immense,—-Yours truly, W. J. Moran. 


HORNY GROWTHS ON COW. 
Sir, 


The late Principal Walley in his lectures on Diseases 
of the Skin, used to discourse on the above subject under 
the heading of Keratomata. He recited the history of a 
case similar in all respects to that described by your 
correspondent Mr. Hamilton. The exciting cause of 
such horny growths he ascribed to the excessive irrita- 
tion of some application to the spine in case of illness. 

As the only history your correspondent could get was 
that the growths started after the animal had an illness 
when a yearling, it would, I think, be interesting to 
know if any counter-irritant had been applied in this 
case, and if so, what was the application used ? | 

The treatment recommended by the late Principal was 
the application of a strong solution of sod carbonas, 
arsenic, argentic nitrate or iodine. When the horny 
growths are pedunculated removal might be effected by 
the ecraseur or by torsion ; or if sessile, by the use of 
ligature or actual cautery ; lastly, they might be removed 
by excision.—Yours truly, J.S. Lioyp. 
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InTERIM REPORT ON THE USE oF MALLEIN. 


Nationa Vet. Association. 
Pres: Mr. M. Hedley, r.n.0.v.s., 


Prof. McCall asks us to note that in his original the Privy Council Office, Dublin Castle 


Experiments II., III. (p. 735) were numbered III, IV. 
Also that the temperature of No. 8291 given in the last 
column of the tabulated statement should read 100°4 ; 
not 104°4 as printed on p. 734. 


Communications, Booxs, aND Papers RECEIVED :—Major 

Nunn, Capt. D. J. Barry, Messrs. F. Gorse, T. F. Campbell, 

_ F. Laurence, E.W. Hoare, E. L. Stroud, J. H. Parker, 

E.C. Winter, W.J.Moran, H.J.Dawes, H. Locke. 
Frank,” “ Bumble.” 

The Agricultural Journal (Cape), The Irish Field. 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 


Alterations for this list must be duly notified by the Secretaries 
Bompay V.M.A. 
Pres Major Jas. Mills, m.R.c.v.s. 
Vice-Pres: F.S. H. Baldrey, m.z.0.v.s. a.v.p. 
D. Dhakmarvala, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
8. N. R Ranina, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
N. Narsingrao, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
_Hon. Sec. & Treas: V. E. Vakharia, Esq., G.8.v.c, 
Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. W. C. Croudace, m.R.c.v.s., Haltwhistle 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. H. Thompson, m.2z.c.v.s., Aspatria 
Meetixgs, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 
Caucurta V.M.A. 
Pres:  ‘Sreenhill, m.R.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sq, ir. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah 
Centra V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. .Aatthew Clarke, u.R.c.v.s., Wimbledon, S.W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. Lionel Stroud, m.n.c.v.s., 
? 29 Sprirg-st., Hyde Park, W. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 
Centra V,A. or TRELAND. 
Pres. Mr. W. A. Byrne, M.2.c.v.s., Roscommon 
Hon. Sec. & Treas; Mr. M. J. Cleary, .x.c.v.s., Mullingar 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Shipley, Jnr., F.R.c.v.s., 


Southtown, Gt. Yarmouth 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. F. B. O. Taylor, m.n.c.v.s. 


Weston Longville, Norwich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 
Guascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. John P. Small. 
Vet. Mep. Assn. or [RELAND. 
Pres: Mr. M. Hedley, F.x.c.v.s. 


. Privy Council Office, Dublin Castle 
Hon. Sec. Mr. J. McKenny, m.n.c.v.s. 


116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin 


LancasHirE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Jos. Abson, F.R.c.v.s., Norfolk-st, Sheffield 


Grosvenor Street, Oxford Street., Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 


LincotnsHikE V.M.S. 


Sec: Mr. William Hunting, F.2.c.v.s. 
Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.8.c.v.s., Whitechapel,{London. 


NationaL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & Morvan 
Derence Society. 
Pres: Mr. Geo. Morgan, r.n.c.v.s., 95 Stanhope-st. Liverpook 
Treas: Mr. E. Faulkner, F.x.c.v.s., Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.8.c.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


New Wares V.M.A. 
Pres; Mr. John Stewart, H. AND 
Vice: Mr. John Pottie, x. and a.s. 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. J. D. Stewart, M.R.c.v.s. 


NortH or V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. T. Moore, F.2.c.v.s., Jarrow-on-Tyne. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. 8, Elphick, m.z.c.v.s. 
Newgate-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Nortu or V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. Adam Sievwright, m.n.c.v.s., 


Tarland, Aberdeenshire 
Hon. Sec: Mr. William McPherson, w.8.c.v.s., Huntly 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. L. Robson. 
Sec: C. H. Sweetapple, Toronto. 


Royat Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. Sidney Villar, r.z.c.v.s., Greenhill, Harrow. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. P. Owen, m.nx.c.v.s., 98 High-st. Thame 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Royat Scortisu V.S, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, m.n c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.nx.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshi 


Royat VETERINARY M.A. 

Pres: Prof. Hobday. 

Hor.. Sec: Mr. Clement E. Rix, R. V. Coll. 

Assist. H.S. Mr. John Hobday, R.V.C., Camden Town, N.W.. 


ScortisHh V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. Andrew Boyd, F.R.c.v.s., Melrose 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, m.n.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro’ 


DuruHam anp NortH YorkKsHIrRE V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. J. H. Taylor, m.x.c.v.s., Darlington 

Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SouTHERN Counties V.M.S. 

Pres: Mr. H. Hall, r.n.c.v.s, Southampton 

Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, m.r.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


South Wates anp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. Sayer, m.n.c.v.s., Newport, Mon. 

Hon Sec. Mr. D. G. Davies, m.n.c.v.s., High-st, Swansea 
Treas. Mr, E. Sayer, m.R.c.v.s., Newport, Mon. 
Meetings First Thursday in March, and Autumn. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. P. G. Bond, m.n.c.v.s., Plymouth 

Hon. Sec: Mr. John Dunstan, m.r.c.v.s. St. Mellion, Cornwall’ 

Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 
West or Scornanp V.M.A. 

Pres: Dr. James McIntosh McCall, Vety, Coll. Glasgow 

Hon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. J. Bishop, m.z.c.v.s., 

754 Garscube Road, Glasgow 


! 


Pres: Mr. James Smith, m.x.c.v.s., Huntingdon V.M.A 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E, C. Russell, m.x.c.v.s., Grantham Pres Mr. M. Robinson, m.z.c.v.s. Barnsley 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October Hon. Sec; Mr. A. McCarmick, m.n.c.v.s., Kirkstall-rd, Leeds: 
UA. Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, and October. 
Pres: Mr.J.J. Burchall, m.x.c.v.s., Loughborough 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.R.c.v.8., 


Camden House, High St., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb. & May. 
Second Tuesday in August, November 
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